Dear Elected Official,

Ohio is failing miserably to protect its residents from tobacco-caused disease and death. 

The American Lung Association’s State of Tobacco Control 2012 report proves this to be true. Ohio received two “F” grades for tobacco-prevention and control spending and tobacco-cessation coverage and a “D” for its cigarette tax rate. 

This is unacceptable. 

Unfortunately, Ohio’s legislators chose to cut most funding for tobacco-control programs. That’s why the state has recently seen smoking rates rise for the first time in over a decade. More smokers mean more deaths—over 18,000 every year in Ohio—and more costs to the state and every taxpayer.
Tough financial times don’t justify a retreat for efforts to fight the leading cause of preventable death, not when tobacco is costing our state over $4 billion in healthcare costs each year.
The solution is simple. By taxing all tobacco at the same rate or dedicating just 5% of the cigarette tax revenue, the legislature can generate funds to bring programs back and decrease the smoking rate. We need the legislature to fix this loophole and fund prevention programs to prevent yet another generation of Ohio’s youth from becoming addicted to tobacco and wasting taxpayers’ money.

We need to do more to fight the tobacco epidemic. We need our legislators to take aggressive action to reduce Ohio’s tobacco use now. 

Sincerely,


YOUR NAME
City, Ohio

