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Health Disparities Report 
Purpose Statement:  

The purpose of this report is to identify disparities in health outcomes among Montgomery County 

residents by looking primarily at differences in race, sex, and age.  

 

Introduction: 

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) defines ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŘƛǎǇŀǊƛǘƛŜǎ ŀǎΥ άǇǊŜǾŜƴǘŀōƭŜ 

differences in the burden of disease, injury, violence, or opportunities to achieve optimal health that are 

ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜŘ ōȅ ǎƻŎƛŀƭƭȅ ŘƛǎŀŘǾŀƴǘŀƎŜŘ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎΦέ !ǎ ŀ ƭŜŀŘŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳunity for obtaining better 

health outcomes, Public Health ς Dayton & Montgomery County (PHDMC or Public Health), understands 

the importance of identifying disparities among its citizens. By pinpointing these differences, Public 

Health can allocate limited resources to select populations in the community that are disproportionately 

affected by a disease. This is the first step toward achieving health equity and creating a community that 

thrives.  

 

Executive Summary: 

In 2014, PHDMC published the second edition of the Montgomery County Community Health 

Assessment (CHA), an update from the 2010 baseline study. The CHA provides the citizens of 

Montgomery County with an in-ŘŜǇǘƘ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ and underscores health 

outcomes of concern. The purpose of this Health Disparities Report is to update and augment the 

chronic disease data found in the 2014 CHA in preparation for the third edition. This report assesses 

existing population datasets that are related to chronic disease, unnecessary and early death, and 

behavioral risk factors by examining differences in rates based on age, sex, race, income, education, and 

disability. Data sources include the Ohio Department of Health (ODH) Vital Statistics, the Ohio Cancer 

Incidence Surveillance System (OCISS), and the /5/Ωǎ Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System (BRFSS). 

The following sections highlight key findings from the analysis and outlines take-home messages for 

overall better health.  
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Key Findings: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Overall:  

Disparities are inherent in all health outcomes; diseases are not experienced equally across any racial 

or sex group. Improving the health of Montgomery County residents by eliminating disparities and 

achieving health equity is a cross-cutting goal of all Public Health programs.  

 

In general, Whites tend to have higher rates of newly-diagnosed cancer; however, Blacks tend to have 

higher rates of cancer death. Differences in access to screening and treatment may play a role in this 

racial disparity. Blacks (46.8%) tend to have a higher percentage of cases diagnosed with late-stage 

disease compared to Whites (42.8%). 

 

Death: 

The top 10 leading causes of death varied by sex and race. The rankings for women show they are more 

ŀŦŦŜŎǘŜŘ ōȅ !ƭȊƘŜƛƳŜǊΩǎ ŘƛǎŜŀǎŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǊƻƪŜ ŘŜŀǘƘǎ ǾŜǊǎǳǎ ŀŎŎƛŘŜƴǘŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŎƘǊƻƴƛŎ ƭƻǿŜǊ ǊŜǎǇƛǊŀǘƻǊȅ 

disease (CLRD) deaths for men. !ƳƻƴƎ ²ƘƛǘŜǎΣ /[w5 ŀƴŘ !ƭȊƘŜƛƳŜǊΩǎ ŘƛǎŜŀǎŜ ŘŜŀǘƘǎ ŀǊŜ ƻŦ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ 

concern compared to stroke and diabetes deaths for Blacks.  
 

Of particular concern among the Black population is death due to homicide, Blacks (27.0 per 100,000) 

experience a homicide death rate that is 8.4 times higher than the rate for Whites (3.2 per 100,000).  

 

Cancer Staging and Incidence: 

In Montgomery County, 42.8% of all cancers received a late-stage diagnosis type. 

 

For those with Medicaid and those without insurance, the percentage of late-stage diagnosis increased 

to 56.1% and 53.9%, respectively. The Medicaid insurance group had the highest percentage of cases 

with a late-stage diagnosis.  

 

Behavioral Health Risk Factors: 

A negative correlation between fair or poor health status and income level was identified; as income 

level increased, the prevalence of fair or poor health decreased. 
  
A higher percentage of females (29.2%) compared to males (19.0%) reported being limited in activities 

due to physical, mental, or emotional problems.  

 

Adults with the lowest level of educational attainment (less than a high school diploma) reported the 

worst health outcomes compared to other educational groups.  
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Deaths  
 

The Vital Statistics section of the Ohio Department of Health (ODH) receives death certificates for all 

deaths that occur in the state of Ohio, along with Ohio resident deaths that occurred outside of Ohio. 

The death certificates are compiled into an annual statistical data file made available to local health 

departments. The following death data were derived from a combined 2014-2015 statistical data file 

and are specific to Montgomery County residents. See Appendix I for definitions of chronic disease, rate, 

ratio, death rate, and age-adjusted rate.  

 

Data Source: Ohio Department of Health Vital Statistics, death files, 2014-2015 
 
Disparities Analyzed: Age, Sex, Race, and Education 
 

All Causes of Death 
 

Age-adjusted Death Rate* by Race and Sex, Montgomery County, 2014-2015 

All Male Female 

Total White Black Total 
White 
Male 

Black 
Male 

Total 
White 
Female 

Black 
Female 

872.2 850.4 983.5 1,028.8 1,000.3 1,170.9 745.9 726.6 844.7 
*Per 100,000 population 
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Average Age (years) at Death by Race and Sex, Montgomery County, 2014-2015 

All Male Female 

Total White Black Total 
White 
Male 

Black 
Male 

Total 
White 
Female 

Black 
Female 

72.6 74.0 67.2 69.1 70.6 63.6 75.9 77.3 70.5 
 

Summary: 

¶ The age-adjusted death rate is 1.4 times higher for men (1,028.8) than for women (745.9). 

¶ Blacks (983.5) have a higher death rate than Whites (850.4).  

¶ By race and sex, Black men (1,170.9) have the highest age-adjusted death rate. 

¶ The average age at death is 6.8 years older for Whites (74.0 years) compared to Blacks (67.2 

years) and women (75.9 years) compared to men (69.1 years).  
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Leading Causes of Death: Ranking based on number of deaths per cause of death category (ordered high to low). 

Percentages represent the total number of deaths in each group due to the cause indicated. Red text denotes a chronic disease. 

 

Top 10 Leading Causes of Death by Sex, Montgomery County, 2014-2015 

Rank Male Female 

1 Heart Disease (23.8%) Heart Disease (20.9%) 

2 Cancer (21.2%) Cancer (19.9%) 

3 Accidents (9.5%) !ƭȊƘŜƛƳŜǊΩǎ όсΦт҈ύ 

4 CLRD* (5.4%) Stroke (6.4%) 

5 Stroke (4.2%) CLRD* (6.1%) 

6 Alzheimer's (3.5%) Accidents (5.9%) 

7 Diabetes (3.3%) Diabetes (2.8%) 

8 Suicide (2.2%) Septicemia (2.5%) 

9 Septicemia (1.9%) Influenza/Pneumonia (1.6%) 

10 Nephritis (1.5%) Nephritis (1.4%) 

% LCϞ 76.5% 74.2% 

             *Chronic Lower Respiratory Disease 
                    ϞPercentage of all deaths due to the top ten leading causes. 

 

Summary: 

¶ Accidental deaths affect men and women disproportionately; men account for 61% of accidental 

deaths (third leading cause of death among men and the sixth among women).  

¶ aŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǿƻƳŜƴ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŘƛǎǇǊƻǇƻǊǘƛƻƴŀǘŜƭȅ ŀŦŦŜŎǘŜŘ ōȅ !ƭȊƘŜƛƳŜǊΩǎ ŘƛǎŜŀǎŜΤ ст҈ ƻŦ 

!ƭȊƘŜƛƳŜǊΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘǎ ŀǊŜ ǿƻƳŜƴΦ  
 

Top 10 Leading Causes of Death by Race, Montgomery County, 2014-2015 

Rank All White Black 

1 Heart Disease (22.3%) Heart Disease (21.9%) Heart Disease (24.0%) 

2 Cancer (20.5%) Cancer (20.7%) Cancer (19.9%) 

3 Accidents (7.6%) Accidents (8.0%) Accidents (5.8%) 

4 CLRD* (5.7%) CLRD* (6.1%) Stroke (5.6%) 

5 Stroke (5.3%) !ƭȊƘŜƛƳŜǊΩǎ Disease (5.5%) Diabetes (4.9%) 

6 !ƭȊƘŜƛƳŜǊΩǎ Disease (5.2%) Stroke (5.3%) CLRD* (4.5%) 

7 Diabetes (3.0%) Diabetes (2.5%) !ƭȊƘŜƛƳŜǊΩǎ Disease (4.2%) 

8 Septicemia (2.2%) Septicemia (2.1%) Homicide (2.7%) 

9 Nephritis (1.5%) Influenza/Pneumonia (1.4%) Septicemia (2.2%) 

10 Influenza/Pneumonia (1.4%) Suicide (1.4%) Nephritis (2.0%) 

% LCϞ 74.7% 74.9% 75.8% 
     *Chronic Lower Respiratory Disease 

     ϞPercentage of all deaths due to the top ten leading causes.  

 

Summary: 

¶ Heart disease, cancer and accidents are the top three causes of death regardless of race (50.4% 

of all deaths, 50.6% of White deaths and 49.7% of Black deaths).  

¶ Seven of the top 10 causes of death in Montgomery County are due to a chronic disease. 
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Top 10 Leading Causes of Death for Males by Race, Montgomery County, 2014-2015 

Rank Male White Male Black Male 

1 Heart Disease (23.8%) Heart Disease (23.8%) Heart Disease (24.2%) 

2 Cancer (21.2%) Cancer (21.7%) Cancer (19.7%) 

3 Accidents (9.5%) Accidents (9.8%) Accidents (7.6%) 

4 CLRD* (5.4%) CLRD* (5.7%) Diabetes (5.1%) 

5 Stroke (4.2%) Stroke (4.2%) Homicide (4.7%) 

6 Alzheimer's Disease (3.5%) !ƭȊƘŜƛƳŜǊΩǎ Disease (3.8%) CLRD* (4.4%) 

7 Diabetes (3.3%) Diabetes (2.8%) Stroke (4.4%) 

8 Suicide (2.2%) Suicide (2.3%) !ƭȊƘŜƛƳŜǊΩǎ Disease (2.4%) 

9 Septicemia (1.9%) Septicemia (1.8%) Nephritis (2.1%) 

10 Nephritis (1.5%) Chronic Liver Disease (1.5%) Septicemia (2.0%) 

% LCϞ 76.5% 77.4% 76.6% 
     *Chronic Lower Respiratory Disease 

     ϞPercentage of all deaths due to the top ten leading causes.     
 

Summary: 

¶ Homicide is the fifth leading cause of death among Black men but does not make the list of top 

ten causes of death for White men, while suicide is a leading cause of death among White men 

(8th) but not Black men.  
 

Top 10 Leading Causes of Death for Females by Race, Montgomery County, 2014-2015 

Rank Female White Female Black Female 

1 Heart Disease (20.9%) Heart Disease (20.2%) Heart Disease (23.8%) 

2 Cancer (19.9%) Cancer (19.8%) Cancer (20.2%) 

3 !ƭȊƘŜƛƳŜǊΩǎ Disease (6.7%) !ƭȊƘŜƛƳŜǊΩǎ Disease (7.0%) Stroke (6.7%) 

4 Stroke (6.4%) CLRD* (6.4%) !ƭȊƘŜƛƳŜǊΩǎ Disease (5.8%) 

5 CLRD* (6.1%) Accidents (6.3%) Diabetes (4.7%) 

6 Accidents (5.9%) Stroke (6.3%) CLRD* (4.6%) 

7 Diabetes (2.8%) Septicemia (2.5%) Accidents (4.1%) 

8 Septicemia (2.5%) Diabetes (2.3%) Septicemia (2.4%) 

9 Influenza/Pneumonia (1.6%) Influenza/Pneumonia (1.6%) Hypertensive Renal Disease (2.1%) 

10 Nephritis (1.4%) Nephritis (1.3%) Nephritis (1.9%) 

% LCϞ 74.2% 73.7% 76.3% 
*Chronic Lower Respiratory Disease 
ϞPercentage of all deaths due to the top ten leading causes. 

 

Summary:  

¶ More ǿƻƳŜƴ ŘƛŜŘ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ !ƭȊƘŜƛƳŜǊΩǎ disease than accidents.  

¶ Deaths due to stroke and diabetes rank higher among the leading causes for Black women (3rd 

and 5th, respectively) than for White women (6th and 8th, respectively).  
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*Chronic Lower Respiratory Disease 

 

Summary: 

¶ The age-ŀŘƧǳǎǘŜŘ ŘŜŀǘƘ ǊŀǘŜǎ ŦƻǊ ƘŜŀǊǘ ŘƛǎŜŀǎŜ όнорΦуύΣ ŎŀƴŎŜǊ όмфнΦпύΣ ǎǘǊƻƪŜ όррΦрύΣ !ƭȊƘŜƛƳŜǊΩǎ disease (42.4) and diabetes (49.1) are 

highest among Blacks.  

¶ Whites have the highest age-adjusted death rates for accidents (90.4) and CLRD (49.5).  
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Heart Disease Deaths 
 

Age-adjusted Heart Disease Death Rate* by Race and Sex, Montgomery County, 2014-2015 

All Male Female 

Total White Black Total 
White 
Male 

Black 
Male 

Total 
White 
Female 

Black 
Female 

188.1 178.7 235.8 239.8 230.8 285.2 149.2 138.9 199.0 
*Per 100,000 population 

 

 
 

Ratio of HD* Death Rates, 2014-2015 

Black vs. White 1.32 or 32% 

Black Male vs. White Male 1.24 or 24% 

Black Female vs. White Female 1.43 or 43% 

Male vs. Female 1.61 or 61% 
          *Heart disease 

Summary: 

¶ The age-adjusted heart disease death rate is 24% higher for Black men (285.2) than for White 

men (230.8) and 43% higher for Black women (199.0) compared to White women (138.9). 

¶ By race and sex, Black men have the highest heart disease death rate.  
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Average Age (years) at Heart Disease Death 
Montgomery County, 2014-2015 

Race & Sex 

All 
 Male 
 Female 

75.6 

72.8 

78.6 

White 
 Male 
 Female 

76.9 

74.0 

80.1 

Black 
 Male 
 Female 

70.7 

67.8 

73.3 

   

Summary: 

¶ The average age of death for an individual with heart disease is 75.6 years. 

¶ Women (78.6 years) have an average age of heart disease death that is 5.8 years older than the 

average age for men (72.8 years).  

¶ On average, Blacks (70.7 years) die from heart disease 6.2 years sooner than Whites (76.9 

years).  

 

Percentage of Tobacco Use Contributing to Heart Disease Deaths 
Montgomery County, 2014-2015 

Race & Sex 

All 
 Male 
 Female 

13.0% 

16.2% 

9.5% 

White 
 Male 
 Female 

14.2% 

17.5% 

10.4% 

Black 
 Male 
 Female 

8.9% 

11.4% 

6.6% 

Age Group 

35-44 years 14.3% 

45-54 years 15.9% 

55-64 years 21.6% 

65-74 years 17.1% 

75-84 years 14.6% 

85+ years 5.7% 
   

Summary: 

¶ Tobacco use contributed to 13% of all heart disease deaths in Montgomery County. 

¶ Tobacco contribution to heart disease death was highest among those aged 55-64 years (21.6%).  
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Cancer Deaths 
 

Age-adjusted Cancer Death Rate* by Race and Sex, Montgomery County, 2014-2015 

All Male Female 

Total White Black Total 
White 
Male 

Black 
Male 

Total 
White 
Female 

Black 
Female 

176.4 174.2 192.4 208.4 205.6 230.4 153.6 150.7 170.2 

*Per 100,000 population 

            

 
 

Ratio of Cancer Death Rates, 2014-2015 

Black vs. White 1.10 or 10% 

Black Male vs. White Male 1.12 or 12% 

Black Female vs. White Female 1.13 or 13% 

Male vs. Female 1.36 or 36% 

 

Summary: 

¶ The Black (192.4) age-adjusted cancer death rate is 10% higher than the White (174.2) rate. 

¶ The rate of cancer death among men (208.4) is 36% higher than it is for women (153.6). 

¶ Black men (230.4) have the highest rate of cancer death by race and sex. 
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Age-adjusted Prostate Cancer Death Rate*  by Race, Montgomery County, 2014-2015 

All White Black RatioϞ 

18.7 13.9 41.9 3.01 or 201% 
      *Per 100,000 population 
       ϞBlack to White ratio of age-adjusted prostate cancer death rates. 
 

 
Summary: 

¶ The rate of prostate cancer death is 3 times higher for Black men (41.9) than it is for White men 

(13.9).  
 

Age-adjusted Female Breast Cancer Death Rate*  by Race, Montgomery County, 2014-2015 

All White Black RatioϞ 

23.1 21.7 29.9 1.38 or 38% 
       *Per 100,000 population 
       ϞBlack to White ratio of age-adjusted female breast cancer death rates. 
 

 
Summary: 

¶ Black women (29.9) have a 38% higher age-adjusted breast cancer death rate than White 

women (21.7). 
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Cancer Deaths, Montgomery County 
 2014-2015 

Type of Cancer 
# of 

cases 
Rate* 

All Sites/Types 2,468 176.4 

Lung and Bronchus 698 50.0 

Female Breast  180 23.1 

Prostate 106 18.7 

Colorectal 190 13.4 

Pancreas 156 10.9 

Ovary 75 9.9 

Liver and IBDϞ 121 8.6 

Leukemia 113 8.0 

Non-IƻŘƎƪƛƴΩǎ [ȅƳǇƘƻƳŀ 87 6.3 

Esophagus 62 4.4 

Uterus 34 4.3 

Brain and Other CNSϟ 53 4.3 

Bladder 60 4.2 

Kidney and Renal Pelvis 51 3.5 

Stomach 44 3.1 

Multiple Myeloma 40 2.8 

Melanoma of the Skin 35 2.5 

Cervix 18 2.4 

Oral Cavity and Pharynx 24 1.8 

Larynx 21 1.5 

Thyroid 7 0.5 

Hodgkin's Lymphoma 4 § 

Testis 1 § 

All Other Sites/Types 285 NA 
*Age-adjusted death rate per 100,000 population 
ϞIntrahepatic Bile Duct 
ϟCentral Nervous System 
§Rates are not reported when case counts are < 5. 

NAτnot applicable 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cancer Incidence, Montgomery County 
2011-2013 

Type of Cancer 
# of 

cases 
Rate* 

All Sites/Types 8,923 451.0 

Female Breast  1,369 128.8 

Prostate 994 106.2 

Lung and Bronchus 1,530 76.1 

Colorectal 768 38.0 

Uterus 266 24.2 

Bladder 432 21.2 

Melanoma of the Skin 353 18.5 

Non-IƻŘƎƪƛƴΩǎ Lymphoma 345 17.4 

Kidney and Renal Pelvis 331 16.9 

Thyroid 236 14.2 

Ovary 139 12.8 

Oral Cavity and Pharynx 221 11.1 

Pancreas 219 10.8 

Leukemia 200 10.5 

Cervix 65 7.8 

Liver and IBDϞ 145 7.0 

Stomach 135 6.8 

Brain and Other CNSϟ 113 6.3 

Multiple Myeloma 118 5.8 

Testis 40 5.4 

Esophagus 92 4.4 

Larynx 87 4.2 

HodgkinΩs Lymphoma 35 2.0 

All Other Sites/Types 677 NA 

*Age-adjusted incidence rate per 100,000 population 
ϞIntrahepatic Bile Duct 
ϟCentral Nervous System 

NAτnot applicable 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mortality rates are highest for lung and 

bronchus, female breast, prostate, and 

colorectal cancers. 

Incidence (new cases) rates are highest for 

female breast, prostate, lung and bronchus, 

and colorectal cancers.   
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Average Age (years) at Cancer Death 
Montgomery County, 2014-2015 

Race & Sex 

All 
 Male 
 Female 

71.6 

71.0 

72.3 

White 
 Male 
 Female 

72.3 

71.3 

73.3 

Black 
 Male 
 Female 

68.8 

69.1 

68.6 

 

Summary: 

¶ The average age of cancer deaths is 71.6 years. Blacks (68.8 years) tend to die of cancer, on 

average, 3.5 years earlier than Whites (72.3 years).  

 

Percentage of Tobacco Use Contributing to Cancer Deaths 
Montgomery County, 2014-2015 

Race & Sex 

All 
 Male 
 Female 

23.4% 

29.0% 

17.7% 

White 
 Male 
 Female 

23.8% 

29.6% 

17.8% 

Black 
 Male 
 Female 

22.3% 

27.5% 

17.6% 

Age Group 

35-44 years 20.0% 

45-54 years 24.6% 

55-64 years 27.8% 

65-74 years 29.6% 

75-84 years 20.6% 

85+ years 14.2% 

 

Summary: 

¶ The use of tobacco contributed to nearly a quarter (23.4%) of all cancer deaths and 62% of lung 

cancer deaths (data not shown).  

¶ Tobacco use contributed to 29% of male cancer deaths but only 18% of female cancer deaths, a 

difference of 64% between men and women.  
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Accidental Deaths 
 

Age-adjusted Accidental Death Rate* by Race and Sex, Montgomery County, 2014-2015 

All Male Female 

Total White Black Total 
White 
Male 

Black 
Male 

Total 
White 
Female 

Black 
Female 

82.7 90.4 58.1 110.1 117.8 85.2 58.0 64.3 38.3 
*Per 100,000 population 

 

 
 

Ratio of Accidental Death Rates, 2014-2015 

Black vs. White 0.64 or -36% 

Black Male vs. White Male 0.72 or -28% 

Black Female vs. White Female 0.60 or -40% 

Male vs. Female 1.90 or 90% 

 

Summary: 

¶ The accidental death rate is 36% lower for Blacks (58.1) than for Whites (90.4). 

¶ The highest rate of accidental deaths is that of White men (117.8).  

¶ Over half (53.6%) of accidental deaths are due to unintentional drug overdoses, while only 12% 

are caused by motor vehicle accidents (data not shown).  

 

38.3

64.3

58.0

85.2

117.8

110.1

58.1

90.4

82.7

0 20 40 60 80 100 120 140

Black
Female

White
 Female

Female

Black
Male

White
Male

Male

Black

White

Montgomery
County

Age-adjusted death rate per 100,000

Age-adjusted Accidental Death Rate by Race and Sex, Montgomery County 
2014-2015



Page 18 of 91 
PHDMC Epidemiology 11/16/17 

Average Age (years) of Accidental Death 
Montgomery County, 2014-2015 

Race & Sex 

All 
 Male 
 Female 

53.2 

49.7 

58.5 

White 
 Male 
 Female 

54.2 

50.0 

60.5 

Black 
 Male 
 Female 

47.6 

48.1 

46.8 

Education* 
< High School Graduate 47.6 

High School/Some College 53.3 

College Graduate 62.4 

      *See appendix I 

Summary: 

¶ The average age of accidental deaths is 53.2 years.  

¶ Black women (46.8 years) have the lowest average age of accidental death.  

¶ As level of education increases, the average age of accidental death increases. For those with 

less than a high school education, the average age of accidental deaths is 47.6 years, while the 

average is 53.3 years for high school graduates and 62.4 years for college graduates.  

¶ Death due to accidents is the leading cause of death for teens (ages 13 to 19 years; data not 

shown). 

 

Accidental DeathsτUnintentional Drug Overdose Deaths: 

 

Average Age (years) of Unintentional Drug Overdose Death 
Montgomery County, 2014-2015 

Race & Sex 

All 
 Male 
 Female 

41.2 

40.5 

42.5 

White 
 Male 
 Female 

40.5 

39.9 

41.7 

Black 
 Male 
 Female 

45.7 

44.5 

48.3 

 

Summary: 

¶ The average age of unintentional drug overdose deaths is 41.2 years. 

¶ By race and sex, White men (39.9 years) have the youngest average age of unintentional drug 

overdose deaths.  

 



Page 19 of 91 
PHDMC Epidemiology 11/16/17 

Age-adjusted Unintentional Drug Overdose Death Rate* by Race and Sex, Montgomery County,  
2014-2015 

All Male Female 

Total White Black Total 
White 
Male 

Black 
Male 

Total 
White 
Female 

Black 
Female 

50.1 58.5 26.4 68.5 78.2 38.9 32.7 39.0 15.9 
*Per 100,000 population 

 

 
 

Ratio of Unintentional Drug Overdose Death Rates, 2014-2015 

Black vs. White 0.45 or -45% 

Black Male vs. White Male 0.50 or -50% 

Black Female vs. White Female 0.41 or -41% 

Male vs. Female 2.09 or 109% 

 

Summary: 

¶ The age-adjusted unintentional drug overdose death rate is 2.1 times higher for men (68.5) than 

women (32.7) and 2.2 times higher for Whites (58.5) compared to Blacks (26.4).  

¶ White men (78.2) have the highest rate of unintentional drug overdose deaths.  

¶ Over 90% of unintentional drug overdose death victims do not have a college degree (data not 

shown).  
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Number and Percent* of Unintentional Drug Overdose Deaths by 
Race and Sex, Montgomery County, 2014-2015 

Race and Sex # of OD Deaths % of OD Deaths* 

All 
 White 
 Black 
 Other 

491 100% 

424 86.4% 

61 12.4% 

6 1.2% 

Male 
 White 
 Black  
 Other  

327 66.6% 

282 57.4% 

41 8.4% 

4 0.8% 

Female 
 White  
 Black 
 Other  

164 33.4% 

142 28.9% 

20 4.1% 

2 0.4% 
            *Percentage of the total number of OD deaths for each race and/or sex group.  

            ODτoverdose 

 

 
 

Summary: 

¶ In 2014-2015, 491 Montgomery County residents died of an unintentional drug overdose.  

¶ Whites accounted for 86% of all unintentional drug overdose deaths in Montgomery County. 

¶ Nearly 60% of all unintentional drug overdose death victims were White men.  
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Homicide Deaths 

Age-adjusted Homicide Death Rate* by Race and Sex, Montgomery County, 2014-2015 

All Male Female 

Total White Black Total 
White 
Male 

Black 
Male 

Total 
White 
Female 

Black 
Female 

8.7 3.2 27.0 14.2 4.3 49.9 3.3 2.1 7.2 
*Per 100,000 population 

 

 
 

Ratio of Homicide Death Rates, 2014-2015 

Black vs. White 8.44 or 744% 

Black Male vs. White Male 11.60 or 1,060% 

Black Female vs. White Female 3.43 or 243% 

Male vs. Female 4.30 or 330% 

 

Summary: 

¶ The homicide death rate for Blacks (27.0) is 8.4 times higher than the rate for Whites. 

¶ The ratio of homicide death rates for Black men (49.9) versus White men (4.3) is 11.6, which 

means the homicide rate for Black men is 1,060% higher than it is for White men. 
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Average Age (years) of Homicide Deaths 
Montgomery County, 2014-2015 

Race & Sex 

All 
 Male 
 Female 

33.2 

31.9 

38.8 

White 
 Male 
 Female 

41.3 

38.1 

47.5 

Black 
 Male 
 Female 

30.2 

30.0 

31.1 

Range 
Youngest 0 

Oldest 72 

Highest frequency 20-29 (33.7%) 

Summary: 

¶ Over a third of all homicides occur in the age range 20 to 29 years.  

¶ On average, Black (30.2 years) homicide victims are 11.1 years younger than White (41.3 years) 

homicide victims.  
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Suicides 
 

Age-adjusted Suicide Rate* by Race and Sex, Montgomery County, 2014-2015 

All Male Female 

Total White Black Total 
White 
Male 

Black 
Male 

Total 
White 
Female 

Black 
Female 

15.0 16.8 8.2 24.5 26.7 16.7 6.1 7.4 Ϟ 

*Per 100,000 population 
ϞRates are not reported when case counts are < 5. 

 

 
NAτnot applicable 

  

 

 

 

 

Summary: 

¶ The age-adjusted rate of suicide is 51% lower for Blacks (8.2) compared to Whites (16.8). 

¶ White men have the highest suicide rate at 26.7 per 100,000 with an average age at 

death of 45.3 years.  

¶ After accidental deaths, suicide is the second leading cause of death for teens (ages 13 

to 19 years; data not shown).  
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NA

Ratio of Suicide Rates, 2014-2015 

Black vs. White 0.49 or -51% 

Black Male vs. White Male 0.63 or -37% 

Black Female vs. White Female NA 

Male vs. Female 4.02 or 302% 
NAτnot applicable 
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Chronic Lower Respiratory Disease (CLRD) Deaths 
CLRD includes chronic bronchitis, emphysema, asthma, and other chronic lower respiratory diseases. 

 

Age-adjusted CLRD Death Rate* by Race and Sex, Montgomery County, 2014-2015 

All Male Female 

Total White Black Total 
White 
Male 

Black 
Male 

Total 
White 
Female 

Black 
Female 

48.2 49.5 44.7 54.2 54.6 56.8 44.2 46.0 37.9 

*Per 100,000 population 

            

 
 

Ratio of CLRD Death Rates, 2014-2015 

Black vs. White 0.90 or -10% 

Black Male vs. White Male 1.04 or 4% 

Black Female vs. White Female 0.82 or -18% 

Male vs. Female 1.23 or 23% 

 

Summary: 

¶ Although the overall Black (44.7) age-adjusted CLRD death rate is 10% lower than the White 

death rate (49.5), Black men (56.8) have a 4% higher CLRD death rate than White men (54.2). 

¶ Black men (56.8) have the highest rate of CLRD death, and Black women have the lowest rate 

(37.9). 
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Average Age (years) at CLRD Death 
Montgomery County, 2014-2015 

Race & Sex 

All 
 Male 
 Female 

76.3 

75.3 

77.2 

White 
 Male 
 Female 

76.5 

75.5 

77.3 

Black 
 Male 
 Female 

75.8 

74.3 

77.3 

     

Summary: 

¶ The average age for all CLRD deaths is 76.3 years. 

 

Percentage of Tobacco Use Contributing to CLRD Death 
Montgomery County, 2014-2015 

Race & Sex 

All 
 Male 
 Female 

49.9% 

51.1% 

48.8% 

White 
 Male 
 Female 

50.4% 

51.1% 

49.8% 

Black 
 Male 
 Female 

46.7% 

52.0% 

41.8% 

Age Group 

35-44 years 28.6% 

45-54 years 75.0% 

55-64 years 64.6% 

65-74 years 57.4% 

75-84 years 53.4% 

85+ years 32.8% 

 

Summary:  

¶ Tobacco use contributed to half (49.9%) of all CLRD deaths. 
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Stroke Deaths 
 

Age-adjusted Stroke Death Rate* by Race and Sex, Montgomery County, 2014-2015 

All Male Female 

Total White Black Total 
White 
Male 

Black 
Male 

Total 
White 
Female 

Black 
Female 

43.8 41.1 55.5 43.1 40.5 51.9 43.8 41.3 56.0 

*Per 100,000 population 

    

 
 

Ratio of Stroke Death Rates, 2014-2015 

Black vs. White 1.35 or 35% 

Black Male vs. White Male 1.28 or 28% 

Black Female vs. White Female 1.36 or 36% 

Male vs. Female 0.98 or -2% 

 

Summary: 

¶ The age-adjusted stroke death rate is 35% higher for Blacks (55.5) compared to Whites (41.1).  

¶ There is no distinct difference in stroke death rates between men (43.1) and women (43.8). 

¶ Black women (56.0) have the highest age-adjusted stroke death rate by race and sex.  

¶ The rate for Black women is 36% higher than the rate for White women (41.3).  
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Average Age (years) at Stroke Death 
Montgomery County, 2014-2015 

Race & Sex 

All 
 Male 
 Female 

79.7 

76.7 

81.6 

White 
 Male 
 Female 

81.4 

78.9 

82.9 

Black 
 Male 
 Female 

73.5 

68.4 

76.7 

 

Summary: 

¶ The average age of stroke deaths is 79.7 years. Black men (68.4 years) have the youngest 

average age of stroke death.  

 

Percentage of Tobacco Use Contributing to Stroke Deaths 
Montgomery County, 2014-2015 

Race & Sex 

All 
 Male 
 Female 

5.8% 

9.7% 

3.3% 

White 
 Male 
 Female 

6.0% 

10.8% 

2.9% 

Black 
 Male 
 Female 

5.3% 

6.0% 

4.9% 

Age Group 

35-44 years 0.0% 

45-54 years 18.2% 

55-64 years 18.6% 

65-74 years 10.8% 

75-84 years 4.9% 

85+ years 1.4% 
     

Summary: 

¶ The highest percentage of tobacco contribution to stroke deaths is observed in White men 

(10.8%).  
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!ƭȊƘŜƛƳŜǊΩǎ Disease Deaths 
 

Age-ŀŘƧǳǎǘŜŘ !ƭȊƘŜƛƳŜǊΩǎ Disease Death Rate* by Race and Sex, Montgomery County, 2014-2015 

All Male Female 

Total White Black Total 
White 
Male 

Black 
Male 

Total 
White 
Female 

Black 
Female 

40.1 40.0 42.4 37.2 37.7 35.3 41.6 41.3 45.9 

*Per 100,000 population 

 

 
 

wŀǘƛƻ ƻŦ !ƭȊƘŜƛƳŜǊΩǎ Disease Death Rates, 2014-2015 

Black vs. White 1.06 or 6% 
Black Male vs. White Male 0.94 or -6% 

Black Female vs. White Female 1.11 or 11% 

Male vs. Female 0.89 or -11% 

 

Summary: 

¶ The Black (42.4) age-ŀŘƧǳǎǘŜŘ !ƭȊƘŜƛƳŜǊΩǎ disease death rate is slightly higher (6% higher) than 

the White rate (40.0).  

¶ Women have a 12% higher rate ƻŦ !ƭȊƘŜƛƳŜǊΩǎ disease death than men.  

¶ Black women (45.9) have the highest age-adjusted !ƭȊƘŜƛƳŜǊΩǎ disease death rate by race and 

sex. 
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Average Age (years) at !ƭȊƘŜƛƳŜǊΩǎ Disease Death 
Montgomery County, 2014-2015 

Race & Sex 

All 
 Male 
 Female 

87.0 

85.4 

87.8 

White 
 Male 
 Female 

87.0 

85.4 

87.8 

Black 
 Male 
 Female 

87.0 

85.3 

87.6 

 

 

Summary: 

¶ Two-ǘƘƛǊŘǎ όст҈ύ ƻŦ !ƭȊƘŜƛƳŜǊΩǎ disease deaths are womenτof the women who die from 

!ƭȊƘŜƛƳŜǊΩǎ disease, 83% of them are White.  

¶ ¢ƘŜ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ ŀƎŜ ƻŦ !ƭȊƘŜƛƳŜǊΩǎ disease deaths is 87.0 years. 
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