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Public Health Improves Recreation Opportunities 
at Liberation Park 
Provides Funding of $15,400 for the 
Installation of Benches and Shade Structure
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Public Health has partnered with the City of Dayton 
to enhance Liberation Park with the addition of two 
new benches and a shade structure. This initiative, 
funded by the Ohio Department of Health through the 
Creating Healthy Communities Grant, aims to improve 
park safety and provide a more comfortable, welcoming 
space for residents.

The new benches and shade structure are strategically 
located near the park’s playground and basketball courts, offering a protected area for families to relax and 
supervise their kids while enjoying the outdoors. These improvements encourage residents to spend more 
time outside, which promotes physical activity and social connection.

"This project is a great example of how community feedback can lead to positive change," said Jennifer 
Wentzel, Health Commissioner, Public Health - Dayton & Montgomery County. "We know that a welcoming 
park can reduce stress, encourage physical activity, and foster a sense of belonging among neighbors."

Before the project began, Public Health gathered feedback from residents through surveys and community 
listening sessions. The feedback revealed a strong desire for more seating and shade, especially during the hot 
summer months. Residents expressed that having these amenities would make them more likely to use the 
park and playground.

Public Health would like to thank the Ohio Department of Health, the City of Dayton’s Public Works, 
Civil Engineering, Planning and Neighborhoods & Development departments for their collaboration on 
this project.

https://www.phdmc.org/
https://www.phdmc.org/news-features/news-releases/public-health-improves-recreation-opportunities-at-liberation-park


Public Health  is proud to be a participating partner in Preschool Promise’s Be Ready By 5 initiative, 
a community-wide effort to ensure every child in Montgomery County is healthy, supported, and 
ready to succeed by the time they enter kindergarten.

The Be Ready By 5 program connects families with trusted local organizations that provide 
essential services for children from birth through age five. As a partner, Public Health contributes 
expertise and resources in areas such as prenatal health, immunizations, and nutrition, all of 
which are critical to a child’s early growth and long-term success.

“Early childhood is a time of rapid development, and the services we 
provide can make a lifelong difference,” said Requette Lindsay-Eloi, 
Senior Manager, Maternal and Child Health. “By working 
with Preschool Promise and other community partners, 
we’re helping families access the tools they need to 
give their children the healthiest possible start.”

Public Health’s involvement ensures that health 
and wellness remain a central part of that 
support system.

For information on Public Health’s early 
childhood services, visit Public Health's website.

Public Health Partners with Preschool 
Promise to Help Children Be Ready By 5
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https://www.preschoolpromise.org/bereadyby5
https://www.phdmc.org/


PUBLIC HEALTH MONTHLY UPDATE • NOVEMBER 2025

Lead Safe Dayton is a new coalition spearheaded by the City of Dayton’s Planning and 
Neighborhoods & Development Department but is made up of a number of other community 
organizations. The coalition’s kickoff meeting took place on June 3, 2025 and has met monthly to 
consolidate county and city resources in an effort to reduce lead exposure in children, increase 

abatement of lead hazards by prioritizing high risk communities, and increase collaboration with local partners 
to optimize community resources.

Environmental Health’s Lead Risk Assessor, Jeff 
Ringiesn, has been nominated and approved to 
the coalition’s steering committee to help prioritize 
the coalition’s efforts in reducing lead poisoning 
and exposure within Dayton and Montgomery 
County. Future coalition meetings will focus on 
defining short-term and long-term goals allowing 
the coalition to prioritize its actions in the months 
to come.

Lead can be found throughout a child’s environment. 

Homes built before 1978 
(when lead-based paints 
were banned) probably 
contain lead-based paint.

When the paint peels and 
cracks, it makes lead dust. 
Children can be poisoned 
when they swallow or 
breathe in lead dust.

Certain water pipes may 
contain lead.

Lead can be found in 
some products such as 
toys and toy jewelry.

Lead is sometimes in 
candies imported from 
other countries or 
traditional home 
remedies. 

Certain jobs and hobbies 
involve working with 
lead-based products, like 
stain glass work, and may 
cause parents to bring 
lead into the home.

Partners
	 Ohio Healthy Homes Network
	 County Corp
	 Montgomery County's Community 
	 Development Office
	 Habitat for Humanity of Greater Dayton
	 City of Kettering
	 Dayton Energy Collaborative
	 Caresource
	 Miami Valley Community Action Partnership
	 City of Dayton's Community Engagement 
	 Division
	 Advocates for Basic Legal Equality (ABLE)
	 Dayton Children's Hospital
	 Public Health – Dayton & Montgomery County 

Lead Safe Dayton Coalition

https://www.phdmc.org/programs-a-to-z/lead-poisoning-prevention
https://www.phdmc.org/programs-a-to-z/lead-poisoning-prevention
https://www.phdmc.org/programs-a-to-z/lead-poisoning-prevention


Voters Pass Montgomery 
County Human Services Levy

On Tuesday, November 4, 2025, 
69% of Montgomery County 
voters supported a renewal of 
the Human Services Levy. The 
Levy does not increase taxes and 
provides $58 million of funding for 
vital services.

Montgomery County’s Human 
Services Levy is a vital part of our 
community’s safety net, ensuring 

support for those who need it most. Levy funding sustains essential 
services, including public health programs, child abuse prevention, 
care for the frail elderly, support for individuals with developmental 
disabilities, and assistance for those facing addiction or mental health 
challenges, or unemployment. These local dollars go even further 
by leveraging millions in state and federal funding, maximizing their 
impact in our community.

In 2024 Public Health received $19.3 million from the Human Services 
Levy which represented 46% of its annual revenue.

Distribution of funds from the Human Services Levy is managed by 
the Human Services Levy Council. The Council is a group of business 
leaders and community volunteers that includes representation from 
the United Way, municipal leaders, and members of Montgomery 
County’s faith and business communities. The Human Services Levy 
Council reviews funding and service needs from the five agencies 
and the other community-based programs that receive the Human 
Services levy money.
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https://www.phdmc.org/


The 2018 Federal Farm Bill legalized the sale of hemp products with less than 0.3% 
Delta-9 THC. Some manufacturers are currently chemically deriving intoxicating 
cannabinoids such as Delta-8 and Delta-10 THC from the legal hemp based 
cannabidiol. Since the THC in these “intoxicating products” is derived from hemp 

and not marijuana, they are not subject to the same rules as licensed cannabis businesses.

As a result, on October 8, 2025, Governor DeWine issued a 90-day 
executive order banning intoxicating hemp products due to safety 
concerns and child-targeted packaging. The order requires:

		  Removal of these products from public display

		  Prohibition of their sale or promotion

		  Segregation and lawful disposal by retailers

The ban applies to anyone manufacturing, selling, or distributing 
these products in Ohio. Any food or beverage containing more than 0.5 mg of THC per serving or over 
2 mg per package is now considered adulterated and illegal to sell outside licensed dispensaries. The 
order does not affect non-THC cannabinoids or medical/recreational marijuana sales.

Franklin County Common Pleas Court Judge Carl Aveni postponed a preliminary injunction hearing until 
Dec. 2, agreeing to a request by both parties in the case. The temporary restraining order remains in 
effect until further notice.

If the ban goes into effect, Public Health's Environmental Health staff will inspect licensed food facilities 
for compliance. Products not returned or destroyed will be embargoed until the facility meets the 
order’s requirements.

Regulating THC Products in OhioRegulating THC Products in Ohio
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https://governor.ohio.gov/media/news-and-media/governor-dewine-declares-consumer-product-emergency-for-intoxicating-hemp
https://governor.ohio.gov/media/news-and-media/governor-dewine-declares-consumer-product-emergency-for-intoxicating-hemp


Public Health Nurse I
Plumbing Inspector I
Disease Intervention Supervisor
Accounting Services Supervisor
EH Records Technician I
Disease Prevention Specialist
Substance Use Mental Health Counselor
Communicable Disease Clinic Senior Manager
Director Administration
Accounting Specialist
Director Health Services 
 

https://www.phdmc.org/about/employment
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Learn about gestational diabetes

Have your questions answered

Healthy nutrition tips

Door prizes include: 
Free diapers, wipes and
kitchen tools

Navigating and Thriving:
Diabetes in the Pregnancy and 
Postpartum Journey

Pregnancy & 
Diabetes

Public Health’s Maternal and Infant Vitality Initiative presents a free event: 

www.phdmc.org 937-225-5700

Wednesday,
November 19
2:00 - 3:30 pm
Drew Health Center
1323 W. Third St. Dayton

10/24/25



Preventing Diabetes Health Problems

Diabetes is a disease that occurs when your blood glucose, also called blood sugar,
is too high. When it’s not managed, diabetes can damage the eyes, kidneys, nerves, and 
heart, and is linked to some types of cancer.

If you have diabetes, taking charge of your health as soon as possible may help you 
prevent other health problems.

Here are some tips to help you prevent or manage diabetes. 

Manage your A1C blood 
glucose, blood pressure, 
and cholesterol levels.

Ask your doctor what your goals should be, 
and stay informed about your A1C level.

Take care of your 
mental health.

A mental health counselor may help you 
find healthy ways to cope with stress.

Make lifestyle changes to 
slowly build healthy habits. 

Take small steps to eat healthier, be more 
physically active, and get enough sleep.  

Take your medicines on time, 
even if you feel healthy. 

Talk to your doctor or pharmacist for help if 
you have trouble managing your medicines.

Work closely with your primary care provider. 

They can help you prevent or manage diabetes and refer you to 
other health care professionals for related health problems.

Visit niddk.nih.gov for more information on preventing diabetes health problems. 

healthinfo@niddk.nih.gov      @niddkgov
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November 2025 Events
Public Health’s many programs and services host a variety of community-wide events 
throughout the year. To register for an event or learn more, call (937) 225-5700 or click here.
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https://www.phdmc.org/events
https://www.phdmc.org/events
https://www.phdmc.org/events
https://www.phdmc.org/events


Date News Source Topic
10/1/25 ABC 22 Government Shutdown

10/2/25 WDTN Overdose Prevention Tools

10/17/25 Spectrum News Measles

10/24/25 DDN WIC Funding

10/24/25 ABC 22 Drug Take Back day

10/24/25 DDN Lead Poisoning Prevention Week

10/27/25 WDTN Lead Poisoning Prevention Week

10/29/25 WDTN Stroke Awareness
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Submitted by:
Jennifer Wentzel, MPH, Health Commissioner and Becky Thomas, MD, MPH, CHES, Medical Director

November 2025 Events
Public Health’s many programs and services host a variety of community-wide events 
throughout the year. To register for an event or learn more, call (937) 225-5700 or click here.

November 2025 Media

Check Out 

Our Events!

https://www.phdmc.org/events

